
Letters of thanks from 6K to the IEEC Team

On the first day we went all the way down to the grotto with Mr DeLandre, Miss Bell and 
Mr Peterson to do some science work. What we were doing down there is in the list below:

Measured the moisture levels in the soil

Measured how much sun was getting through

Used a thermometer to measure the temperature of the air and soil.
Doing this enhanced our ability to work in the field, not just in the classroom.

On the third day, the topic we talked about was not what we had talked about the two 
days before that we were with Mr DeLandre and his team of scientists. We had the pleas-
ure of Mr Peterson being kind enough to come in with Mr DeLandre to teach us all about 
film making. He told us all about the previous work he had done like the work he did on 
The Jamberoo Action Park Funnel web ride. He also told us about the three stages of 
movie making which are pre production, production and editing. He then showed us all 
the positions for filming which are tilt, pan, dolly, follow, tracking and zoom. When he 
had finished he showed us a documentary he made about our walk down to the grotto. 
When we finished an ambassador from each class thanked Mr Peterson and Mr DeLandre 
for taking time out of their day to come and make our lives more enjoyable.

Toby Mott 6K

Visit 1 The two OC classes walked the grotto path with Mr Delandre, his helper Jill and his pro-
fessional camera man. Once we got to the actual grotto part we were split into groups and Mr 
Delandre gave us some special equipment to use. Before we got to use our equipment he ex-
plained how to use this equipment and also explained how to identify a leaf. In our groups we 
had to measure sunlight, soil moisture, soil temperature and air temperature. This equipment 
helped us measure these things.
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Visit 2.On visit 2 we stopped at the creek that runs through the middle of the grotto. He gave 
us cones and a tape measure and we had to rule out a 20 by 20 metre square. Then we had 
to record the traces of animals and the trees that we could name on the work sheet that Mr 
Delandre gave us. We also had to write in a table of how many species of plants we saw.

Visit 3.  The third time Mr Peterson the professional camera man came and gave us a film 
workshop. He told us that you can do lots of different angles such as the tilt which is up and 
down and the follow which is where you follow the actor. When he was done we would have to 
do an assessment where we are split into groups of three and make a small documentary about 
the structure of a plant using iMovie on the iPads.
BY Polly Hartshorne 

Dear Mr DeLandre,
On behalf of 5W and 6K I would like to thank you for taking us on an excursion 
and showing us a new and better way to learn. I learnt that two completely dif-
ferent terrains can grow on each side of a single river. You explained that this is 
due to the canopy and you also told us to note the way the plants were grow-
ing. We noted this because the rainforest on one side of the river was much 
denser and greener than the dry and mainly wood side. We learnt on our first 
trip that if you measure soil temperature, air temperature, soil moisture and 
sun light in one place, then if you measure these same things about 6 metres 
you would get almost every time, a completely different result. I learnt the dif-
ferent animals that live in certain parts. I learnt how to split the audio of a 
movie out of the actual clip. We learnt how to investigate what the name of a 
plant is. You also showed us that reading a book is just silly, when you can ac-
tually go out and look at the plant and see it in action. All this for just one 
short walk. Looking at a picture in a book is not even close to the excitement 
when you actually can touch and feel the leaves and smell the oil from the oil 
pores. I enjoyed making the dichotomist key and learning the way a plant 
grows due to the position of larger trees and where the light is. Overall the 
whole experience of science, with the help of you, was much better than I 
could ever imagine! My mum is a science teacher and in all of her 10 years 
teaching science, never has she been more impressed with my reaction when I 
got home. My voice actually started going, I was talking about the excursion so 
much! Thank you for such a great couple of weeks and I hope that every school 
in the whole nation should have science with you.

From, yours sincerely
Jacob Malby.

56KW's visits from you and Mr Peterson have been very fun and informa-
tive. The first time you came we went for a long walk down to the grotto to 
research and identify the different environments and the conditions for 
those areas. We found out the air temperature, soil temperature, light con-
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ditions and the soil moisture in two different environments, one moist and 
shady, and the other dry and sunny.

The third time you visited Mr Peterson showed us the video he made dur-
ing the last two visits (I wasn't there during the second visit). It went for 
nine minutes and looked really cool. He said the whole amount of footage 
he had filmed went for four hours in one hour sections! So it took him four 
hours to look at all the footage, and then another nine hours to cut it down 
and make the film! He also taught us about the different things that are 
needed to make the finished film.

I have really enjoyed your visits to Illaroo Road Public School.

From Oliver Woods

Dear IEEC,

On the first visit that you came to IRPS (Illaroo road public 
school), 5W and 6K were guided down to the grotto to study 
living and non-living factors. I felt extremely luck to be able 
to do these things hands on, it's much more interesting!!
On the second visit we didn't go as far as the grotto, but we 
went to the creek, and investigated why living and non-
living factors grew on either side of the creek. We studied 
the areas and the surrounding effects and the habitat of the 
trees and shrubs. Once again, it was much better having a 
real visual experience. 
On the third visit, it was a little bit different. Mr. Peterson, 
the cameraman demonstrated to us a workshop of video 
and filming concepts. We learnt such a great deal from eve-
rything and thank Mr. DeLandre, Mr. Peterson and other 
helpers, along with Mr. Klein and Mrs. Wade, for an experi-
ence that I feel lucky to have been able to participate in.  

By Jude davenport 6K :)
To Mr DeLandre and camera man Dan,

I would like to thank you for taking us down to the Grotto because I know we all 
had a great time.

On your first visit to this school you took us down for some science in field where 
we measured some statistics in the grotto. Of course we couldn't drive a mini bus 
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down so we had to walk. Although everyone was really tired by the end of it, it 
gave you time to really appreciate the world we live in. When we got to the bot-
tom of our downhill journey you taught us how to identify different types of plants. 
Then obviously we took measurements of things such as air temperature, soil 
temperature, soil moisture and sunlight. We took these observations three times 
and the averaged them all out. 

On your second visit we went down our walking track but this time not as far. We 
measured out a 20x20 metre area and did the same measurements as before. 
We also named some signs of life and also spotted some very interesting plant 
life.

On your third visit you guys gave us a really good guide to making movies. You 
also showed us an amazing documentary about our time in the grotto. You taught 
us about movie angles, focus and zooming in and out. We are now planning on 
making a documentary on a plant and I know I am going to enjoy it.

I am the type of person who struggles to learn about things without doing them in 
real life so you have helped me and I'm very thankful for this.
 
From Lachlan 6K

Visit 1
Mr Delandre and Mr Peterson came to visit 6k and 5w. We went of a 
walk in the grotto and we learned about all sorts of scientific infor-
mation. We learnt that if we put thermometers and other types of 
scientific instruments in the ground, we could measure the soil tem-
perature and the soil moisture. We also used thermometers to meas-
ure the air temperature by putting it in the air. We also measured 
the sunlight and we had fun learning about all the types of plants.

Visit 2
This time we didn't walk as far but we did do a lot of studying and re-
searching on all these different types of specimens. We used x3 and 
x6 magnifying glasses to zoom into the plants. Mr  Delandre used and 
explained the x50 proscope and it was really interesting. To finish 
off we learned how to study plants really really closely and tell what 
type of  plant it is. We noticed really small details like polka dots and 
hair streaming all over the place.
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Visit 3
This time we learnt about how to make a movie and how to show 
your best while using a camera. We learnt about the lenses and all 
the different sort of parts of a camera. We learnt how to control the 
light, the shot, the zoom and aiming the camera in different direc-
tions. We learnt about the lighting of the camera and how to make 
good advertisements, documentaries, movies and all sorts of differ 
types of TV shows. How the camera shoots it one of the most impor-
tant ways to try to control a camera and how to make good shots.

Sebastien.

FIRST TRIP
I really enjoyed the first trip to the Grotto with Mr DeLandre and Mr Peterson. The 
bits that I liked the most about the first trip was the walk, studying, and measuring 
the soil and air temperatures using (very expensive) but cool equipment.

SECOND TRIP 

The second trip was a very fun and an excellent experience for every student 
that went. The bits that I liked the most were  identifying different plants and ani-
mals and looking for lyrebirds (and when we even saw one, Awesome).

THIRD AND FINAL VISIT

The third visit was my personal favourite because we learnt all about making 
video and short films. We also were told about how to make good lighting and a 
well structured video or/and short film the bit that I liked the most about the third 
visit was finding out and being able to have the opportunity to have a profes-
sional camera man come and visit our school and explain how to make movies.

Thank you 
BY MATT NASH 
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Hi Mr DeLandre and Mr Peterson,

I would just like to thank you for helping us with our research on living things, and 
for being a part of our three awesome workshops. Before you came to teach us, I 
didn't like science at ALL. However, you made it fun, and now I really enjoy learn-
ing about photosynthesis, chemical reactions, and especially types of plants.

Our first excursion to the Grotto was tiring, but it was worth it. The canopies of 
trees were gorgeous, and working with my classmates to discover answers 
helped us to get to know each other a whole lot better. I really enjoyed learning 
about how to use the light meter, thermometer, and how to measure soil mois-
ture. I had an excellent time!

When we visited the Yurunga Drive Creek I thought that it was amazing getting to 
see a lyrebird and a water dragon in their natural habitats - something that most 
people rarely see. I also learnt about so many new kinds of trees, and can now 
identify them clearly.

After getting back from the creek we got to use your awesome microscopes to 
look into leaves closely. This activity made me think a lot differently about leaves, 
it was almost as though I was an ant looking at a leaf - they're so much more de-
tailed than I thought they were!

Finally, today you and Mr Peterson came to teach us about film and photography. 
I was so interested in this lesson. I originally wanted to be an author and an illus-
trator when I'm older, but now I think that I'll get into photography as well.

Once again thank you so much for being a part of these three great experiences, 
you have inspired me so much and helped me to gain a liking for science.

Sincerely,

Mikayla Check

6K

Illaroo Road Public School

On	  the	  'irst	  visit,	  we	  walked	  to	  the	  Grotto	  with	  Mr	  DeLandre	  and	  Mr	  Peterson	  the	  
cameraman.	  The	  walk	  took	  about	  an	  hour	  to	  an	  hour	  and	  a	  half.	  When	  we	  got	  there	  
we	  looked	  at	  the	  eucalyptus	  maculata.	  It	  had	  a	  rounded	  leaf	  shape,	  a	  drip	  tip,	  and	  
was	  arranged	  in	  a	  alternate	  way.	  We	  then	  went	  into	  a	  shaded	  area.	  We	  had	  to	  meas-‐
ure	  the	  light,	  the	  moisture	  and	  temperature.	  We	  then	  sat	  down	  and	  had	  to	  say	  what	  
kinds	  of	  animals	  and	  plants	  live	  there.	  There	  were	  spiders,	  possums	  and	  a	  few	  other	  
animals	  as	  well.	  There	  was	  also	  a	  giant	  stinging	  tree.	  

On	  their	  second	  visit,	  we	  didn't	  go	  all	  the	  way	  there.	  We	  stopped	  at	  the	  creek	  near	  
Yurunga	  Drive.	  We	  then	  made	  a	  quadrat	  to	  do	  our	  measurements	  in.	  We	  measured	  
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the	  sunlight,	  temperature	  and	  moisture.	  We	  also	  had	  to	  look	  for	  living	  and	  non-‐
living	  things.	  Leigh	  found	  a	  water	  dragon.	  There	  were	  a	  great	  multitude	  of	  interest-‐
ing	  trees	  on	  the	  rainforest	  side.	  We	  then	  walked	  back	  home,	  all	  the
time	  (including	  visit	  #1)	  with	  Mr	  Peterson	  'ilming	  us	  all	  the	  way.	  When	  we	  got	  back,	  
we	  looked	  at	  leaves	  through	  magnifying	  glasses.

On	  his	  third	  visit,	  Mr	  Peterson	  held	  a	  workshop	  on	  how	  to	  make	  a	  movie,	  and	  he	  also	  
showed	  us	  the	  video	  he	  made	  of	  our	  visit.	  We	  will	  soon	  make	  a	  video	  about	  a	  plant	  
that	  is	  1.5	  -‐	  2.0	  minutes	  long.
Thankyou	  Mr	  DeLandre	  and	  Mr	  Peterson.
Ridley

On the first visit from the IEEC we walked down to the Grotto. 
Then we measured the non living factors of the environment like 
the sunlight, temperature and the moisture of the soil. Then we 
looked at how to classify plants by leaf shape, size and colour. 
Then we walked back and on the way I told Mr DeLandre about 
some amazing things in the bush like some old ruins. When we 
got back to school they told us a little about film making and how 
much footage goes into a ten minute film it is about five hours. 
By Alec
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